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Summary:

e Emphasizes the historical foundation of Pakistan-China relations, dating back to the recognition of New
China by Pakistan's founding fathers, establishing a strategic and enduring partnership.

e Discusses the multi-dimensional aspects of Pakistan-China relations, covering the geostrategic
environment, political ties, military cooperation, economic collaboration (highlighting CPEC), and
people-to-people exchanges.

e Raises concerns about the economic challenges associated with CPEC, including project delays,
bureaucratic hurdles, and interprovincial disputes, advocating for a balanced and critical assessment
of the economic dimension.

® Stresses the importance of effective private sector engagement between China and Pakistan, highlighting
the role of the private sector in the success of CPEC and the need for collaboration in areas beyond
infrastructure development.

e Recognizes the role of cultural cooperation in attracting Chinese interests, noting the importance of
promoting Pakistani culture and tourism to enhance bilateral relations.

e Advocates for a nuanced understanding of the complexities of Pakistan-China relations, emphasizing
the need for a balanced and critical approach in analyzing both positive and challenging aspects.

e Acknowledges the importance of managing public expectations, particularly in terms of overselling
CPEC's immediate impact, and emphasizes the need for a realistic understanding that sustainable
development is a gradual process.
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Introduction:

The panel discussion hosted by the Sanober Institute, with participants including Dr. Qamar Cheema,
Ambassador Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhary, Ambassador Naghma Hashmi, Mr. Adnan Aamir, and Miss Zoon Ahmed,
aimed to explore the complexities of Pakistan-China relations. The discussion included a detailed analysis of
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), offering a multifaceted perspective on the historical, geopolitical,
and economic dimensions of this crucial bilateral relationship

Key Takeaways:

Recognition of Historical Ties:
Acknowledges the deep historical roots between Pakistan and China, dating back to the recognition of
New China by Pakistan's founding leaders, forming the basis of a longstanding and strategic partnership.

Geopolitical Realities:
Emphasizes the importance of building relationships on national interests, steering through complex
geopolitical dynamics in the ever-changing global context.

Holistic CPEC Analysis:
Conducts a thorough analysis of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), examining the histori-
cal context, economic dimensions, and strategic implications for a comprehensive understanding.

Economic Implementation Challenges:

Raises concerns about challenges in CPEC implementation, encompassing project delays, bureaucratic
obstacles, and disputes among provinces, highlighting the need for improved management and trans-
parency.

Private Sector Significance:
Highlights the critical role of effective private sector engagement in CPEC projects, recognizing it as a
driving force for successful collaboration and sustainable economic development.

Managing Expectations:

Acknowledges the disparity between expectations and actual socio-economic development
outcomes, emphasizing the importance of transparent communication to align public expectations
with realistic project timelines and outcomes.

Gradual Development Understanding:

Advocates for a realistic comprehension of the gradual nature of development, encouraging a
measured approach and discouraging immediate overselling of achievements, recognizing the
long-term nature of transformative initiatives.

Political Transition Impact:
Recognizes the influence of political transitions on project funding and implementation, underscoring
the importance of political stability and consistent support for sustained economic development.

Infrastructure Progress Realities:

Discusses the slower-than-anticipated progress of infrastructure projects, attributing delays to
bureaucratic challenges, security issues, and funding constraints, emphasizing the need for effective
resolution.

Public Awareness Needs:

Emphasizes the importance of enhancing public awareness about project complexities and timelines,
aiming to build understanding, manage expectations, and garner support for the long-term
development goals of CPEC.

G 0 @ ‘ www.sanoberinstitute.com



Recommendations:

e Transparent Communication and Expectation Management:
Emphasizes the need for open and transparent communication on project realities, coupled with
effective management of expectations, to align public perceptions with the actual timelines and
outcomes of CPEC projects.

e Private Sector Collaboration Enhancement:
Advocates for deeper collaboration between the private sectors of China and Pakistan in CPEC
projects, recognizing the pivotal role of private sector engagement as a driving force for successful and
sustainable economic development.

e Establishment of Clear Long-Term Development Goals:
Stresses the importance of establishing clear, long-term development goals for Pakistan, calling for
political consensus to create a predictable investment environment that aligns with the overarching
objectives of CPEC.

e Advocacy for a Balanced Approach:
Encourages a balanced approach, advising against overselling achievements while maintaining
confidence in the resilience and capability of both nations. This approach aims to foster realistic
expectations and sustained commitment to the developmental process.

e Promotion of Public-Private Cooperation:
Calls for enhanced public-private cooperation to amplify the success of CPEC projects, recognizing
that collaborative efforts between the public and private sectors are integral to achieving comprehensive
and impactful outcomes.

e Emphasis on Provincial-Level Capacity Building:
Highlights the necessity for capacity building at the provincial level to ensure effective utilization of
funds allocated for socio-economic development. This recommendation aims to empower provinces to
contribute meaningfully to the success of CPEC projects.

e Increased Public Awareness of Project Complexities:
Urges for increased public awareness regarding the complexities and timeframes associated with
large-scale infrastructure projects. This recommendation aims to foster understanding, manage
expectations, and garner public support for the long-term development goals of CPEC.

Conclusion:

The Sanober Institute's thought-provoking panel discussion, supplemented by additional insights, provides
invaluable perspectives into the intricate dynamics of Pakistan-China relations, with a specific focus on the
challenges and opportunities within the context of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. The discussions
emphasize the multifaceted nature of the relationship, urging a balanced and critical approach to navigate
complexities. The recommendations underscore the need for transparent communication, private-sector
collaboration, and a pragmatic, long-term vision for sustained mutual development. This academic exploration
contributes valuable insights for policymakers, academics, and practitioners engaged in large-scale
international collaborations.
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